36                        ROSES   AND   SPURS

James Hamilton of Killyleagh, second Viscount
Clandeboye, and first Earl of Clanbrassil, married
Lady Anne Carey, daughter of the Earl of Mon-
mouth. He died in 1659, leaving an only son who
married (most unfortunately) Lady Alice Moore,
daughter of the first Earl of Drogheda. It was this
determined lady who, through a direct chain of events,
supplied the Embassy dinner table in Paris, upon that
May evening of 1892, with a series of spurs and roses
artistically devised in silver-gilt.

Lady Alice, after having been married for several
years, and having had but one child who died in
infancy, made two important discoveries. The first
was that her husband would never again be capable
of exercising his conjugal rights. The second was
that her father-in-law had, at the time of his death,
made a most inconvenient will. This will laid it down
that in the event of his son dying without issue his
whole estate would pass under entail to his five Hamil-
ton cousins. Lady Alice was not the type of woman
to accept such disinheritance with calm. She did not
accept it. She did three things. In the first place she
broke into the tower-room at Killyleagh where the
family archives were preserved; she discovered this
inconvenient will; she tore open the envelope, cast
it upon the floor, and thereafter burnt its contents in
her own bedroom candle. Having thus evaded the
entail, she induced her husband to make a will of his
own bequeathing the whole Hamilton estate to herself
and her brother. In vain did the Dowager Countess
warn her idiot son never to sign the will that Lady
Alice was pressing upon him. * Within three months/
she wrote to him, * of the day that you sign that will